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The Proposed School District Budget for 2009 – 2010
On Tuesday, May 19, Menands residents will come to the polls to vote on the proposed $7,459,337 budget 

for the 2009-2010 school year. This budget represents a 1.29% increase in spending over the current year’s budget. 
If approved by voters, the proposed budget would result in an estimated tax increase of less than 1%, an increase in 
school taxes of about $8 for a property owner with a home assessed at $100,000. 

Actual tax rates will not be determined until the Town of Colonie Assessor’s Office publishes the final property 
tax assessment rolls in July. The Board of Education of Menands School District has no control over the property 
assessments or the allocation of taxes between homestead and non-homestead properties. As such, we are quoting an 
estimated tax rate.

The proposed budget maintains a strong educational program for the children of Menands. This includes an 
advantageous class size at most grade levels, strong support programs for meeting the diverse needs of students, full 
day kindergarten, and opportunities for acceleration and enrichment. The budget includes the cost of tuition for high 
(continued on page 2)
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The Educational Programs Included in the 2009-2010 
Budget

Johns Hopkins Program for Talented Youth•	
Advanced Learning Program for High Achievers•	
Accelerated Grade 8 Course Work in Algebra and •	
Earth Science
Reading Recovery and Academic Intervention •	
Services
Tuition for high school students from Menands to •	
attend Shaker High School or Watervliet
A Summer Institute for Students who Need to •	
Develop Reading, English, and Math Skills 
K – 8 Spanish Instruction •	
K – 8 Computer Technology•	
After School Clubs and Sports•	
Arts in Education Programs•	

(continued from page 2) school students to attend their 
choice of Shaker High School or Watervliet. The budget 
also provides for a wide range of extra-curricular activities 
and extramural sports programs that enhance students’ ex-
periences in school.  Included in this budget are continued 
upgrades to technology, ongoing support for faculty pro-
fessional training and curriculum development, necessary 
updates in textbooks and instructional materials in certain 
subjects, and minor improvements to the physical plant. 

Increases in mandated expenses continue to be a factor 
in budgeting for the District. As everyone is aware, the 
high cost of energy is driving the District’s expenses for 
heat, electricity, and transportation. Similarly, high school 
tuition costs, mandated expenditures on special education, 
and contributions to employee health insurance all 
continue to rise. 

In spite of rising costs and almost no increase in State 
aid for 2009-2010, we have been successful in establishing 
a school district budget for next year that includes only a 
minimal tax increase for the residents and businesses in 
Menands. This has been possible because of our careful 
attention to district expenditures in a number of areas:
	 We have saved money through more competitive 
bidding for large purchases and for accounting, legal, lawn 
care, snow plowing, electricity and repair services.
•	 We have decreased our use of part-time and sum-
mer employees.
•	 We were able to consolidate several teaching posi-
tions when retirements and resignations occurred last year.
•	 We have improved how we spend State and fed-
eral grant money and have reclaimed State aid for certain 
categories of students.
•	 We have made changes in the breakfast and lunch 
programs to increase participation while maintaining our 
commitment to healthy meals for students.
     The accumulated effect of this economizing is making it 
possible to continue to provide students with a high qual-
ity education at a reasonable cost to the taxpayers.

How has Menands Been Affected by the 
Federal Stimulus Money?

The Menands Union Free School District receives 
less than 10% of its revenues from State aid. Originally, 
the governor’s executive budget would have reduced 
State aid for Menands by $70,000.  This would have 
necessitated the elimination of at least one teaching 
position.  The general purpose “stabilization “ aid 
from the federal government through New York State 
was used to eliminate this reduction allowing for full 
employment of our staff.  Limited additional funding 
through Title I and IDEA programs will enhance our 
programs for children in need.

The Proposed School District Budget for 
2009 – 2010

B u d g e t
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What Will I Be Voting for on May 19?

$7,459,337 budget for the 2009-2010 school year
This is a 1.29% increase over the current school year

Taxes will increase by less than 1% for homeowners. There will be no increase in taxes for businesses.
1 candidate for the Menands Board of Education

Mr. Stephen O’Connell

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

$ 129,107   budget for the Menands Public Library

1 candidate for the Board of the Menands Public Library
Mr. Joseph Kelley
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Menands Union Free School District Budget Notice
.

The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2009-2010 by the qualified voters of the Menands Union Free School 
District will be held in the Menands School lobby on Tuesday, May 19, between the hours of 12:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m.

What Happens If the 2009-2010 Budget is Not Approved ?

If the voters defeat the proposed budget at the polls on May 19, the District will have three options:

	 1) to present the same budget for a re-vote
	 2) to present a new budget
	 3) to go straight to a contingency budget.

Under State law, school boards can submit a budget to voters a maximum of two times. If there is a re-vote on 
the same budget, or if there is a vote on a new budget and the new budget is defeated, the State requires that the District 
adopt a contingency budget.

Were the district to go to a contingency budget, State law mandates that spending would be capped at a 
maximum of 4% of the current year’s budget. The budget we are proposing for 2009-2010 is already below the 
contingency budget cap, however, because the spending increase is only 1.29% of the current year’s budget. In a 
contingency budget, we would be required to remove an additional $40,500 from the proposed budget of $7,459,337 
because the purchase of new  equipment is prohibited in a contingency budget.

Who Can Vote in the Budget Vote and Annual Election on May 19?

•	 A voter must be a United States citizen
•	 A voter must be at least 18 years of age
•	 A voter must have resided in the district for at least 30 days

	 A voter must be registered with the Albany County Board of Elections •	 or must 
register in person with the school district on Wednesday, May 13, from 3:00 - 8:00
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To the parents of the Menands Union Free School District, 
and all Menands Village residents:  

My name is Steven J. O’Connell, and I am a candidate in the 
upcoming school board election.  My family and I have resided 
in the village for 10 years.

In those short 10 years, my wife Ileane, our daughter June 
(Class of 2002), son Daniel (7th grade), and daughter Trisha 
(4th grade), have been strongly involved in many village and 
school activities and functions.  We have worked at the PTA 
Spaghetti Dinner, and have served as  basketball coaches, 
baseball coaches, and board members of the Menands Junior 
Baseball and Softball League.  We are two of the founding 
members of Menands Cares volunteer organization.

I look forward to meeting many of you this month. I 
encourage you to express any concerns you may have. It is my 
feeling that every voice should be heard.

Thank You

Board of Education Candidate
Steven O’Connell

A  Copy of the Complete Budget Proposal for 
Menands School District

•	 Is available  to read at Menands School
•	 Is available to read at the Menands Library
•   Can be read on the school district’s Website: 

www.menands.org
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Important Dates

•	 Monday, May 11, 6:30 p.m. – Public hearing on the school 
district budget at the Board of Education meeting in the school 

library

•	 Wednesday, May 13, 3:00-8:00 – Voter registration in the 
school lobby. Voter qualifications: citizen of the United States; at 
least 18 years of age; resident of the district for at least 30 days

•	 Tuesday, May 19, 12:00-9:00 – The school district budget 
vote and Board of Education and library election in the school 

lobby
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